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PR e g0 April 17,2025 TR
TO: All Attorneys in the Southern Judicial Circuit
Clerks of the Superior Court, Southern Judicial Circuit
FROM: Chief Judge Brian A. McDaniel ‘L?ﬂﬂ
Judge James L. Prine
Judge Gregory A. Voyles
Judge Catherine M. Smith
Judge William L. Whitesell
RE: Amended Procedures for Ex Parte relief in Domestic Cases

In an effort to promote Judicial Economy and reduce the length of time in which parties may be limited
to access of children or marital assets, the following procedures for Ex Parte relief will be implemented,
effective immediately upon publishing:

- Before a Judge will consider making an Ex Parte appointment, the attorney must send to the Judge’s
office verified pleadings in which to be heard, as well as the proposed Ex Parte order for review. NO
APPOINTMENTS WILL BE MADE WITHOUT VERIFIED PLEADINGS FIRST BEING REVIEWED.

- Before arrival at the appointment before the Court, the attorney must contact the Judicial Assistant
for the first available hearing date(s) in which the matter can be set on the calendar within 30 days. This
date, once decided, must be written or typed on the order PRIOR to presentation before the Court.

* Specific to Lowndes County: the emergency hearing date will be the next possible
calendared TPO date, to allow reasonable time for service, no matter the Judge signing or presiding. This
hearing will be scheduled for 30 minutes ONLY, and will ONLY be to determine if the emergent
circumstances still exist. Additionally, a temporary hearing on remaining issues is to be scheduled under
normal protocol with the Clerk’s office at the time of the filing of the Ex Parte order and petition.

* In all other counties: A 30-minute emergency hearing will be scheduled on a calendar within
30 days, no matter the Judge signing or presiding, and will ONLY be to determine if the emergent
circumstances still exist. Additionally, a temporary hearing on remaining issues is to be scheduled
under normal protocol with the Clerk’s office at the time of the filing of the Ex Parte order and
petition.

*

If calendar space is available to schedule the temporary hearing within 30 days, the temporary
hearing may take the place of the 30-minute hearing. Otherwise, you are to contact the clerk for the first
available temporary hearing date once the Ex Parte order is signed.

- All proposed Ex Parte orders, prior to presentation before the Court, must have the following clause
typed or written in: This Ex Parte Order shall expire thirty (30) days after the signature date below or
on the date of the emergency hearing listed herein, whichever date is later, unless further Order of
the Court is entered to the contrary.

- Any and all interim issues that arise between the order date and emergency hearing date must be
directed to the Judge’s office who signed the order.



